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Welcome to the Spring edition of our magazine!
In olden times, Spring marked not only a

happy season for rebirth in the world of nature,
but often the restart of brutal military
campaigning in the world of men. For visitors of
all ages, Britain’s mediaeval castles tell powerful
stories and now offer interesting attractions that
go well beyond their original – darker – military
purpose. Sophie Campbell’s feature rampages
far and wide to help you capture their essence,
celebrating their legacies and world-class
collections. When you’ve had enough of
attacking those fortifications, Marc Zakian’s
article about Britain’s traditional pubs, inns and
taverns will guide you to fortify your family
with fine hospitality in an atmospheric setting
in the local neighbourhood.

Talking of ‘da ‘hood”‘(excusing my reference
to modern ‘gangsta rap’ culture), we head to
Nottingham – often associated with that
legendary outlaw/do-gooder ‘Robbing Robin’
Hood and his nemesis the Sheriff – in pursuit of
Felicity Whittle’s passion for her city’s rich
literary heritage. Our second ‘Tour de Force’ also
discovers literary connections as we explore
London’s Hampstead neighbourhood in the
company of Gavin Webb. We’ll meet painters,
architects, actors and muses, while stumbling
across several of the capital’s finest drinking
establishments. So ‘Cheers!’ to all that.

I am pleased that many more visitors are
enjoying our free digital newsletter each month.
To sign up, or to browse through previous issues
of this printed magazine in our online archive
or find the perfect local guide for your tours in
Britain, do visit www.britainsbestguides.org. 

In ‘Find A Tour’ you’ll connect easily with
1000 Blue and Green Badge guides ready to
bring local tours to life for you. There are now
more than 100 ideas to inspire you. 

We’d also love you to connect with us
through Facebook, Twitter or Vimeo or by
phoning our office, where Julie or Helen will be
happy to help.

Enjoy discovering more of Britain’s great 
stories in the entertaining company of Britain’s
best guides!

Mark King, Chair to the 
British Guild of Tourist Guides
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To find out more or to book: 
+44 20 7403 1115
www.britainsbestguides.org

Tim Hudson
London Blue Badge Guide

Blue Badge Tourist Guides are the
official, professional tourist guides
of the United Kingdom – recognised
by the local tourist bodies and

VisitBritain. There are over 1000 Blue Badge
Guides in England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland – each region and nation
has its own badge. They guide in all the UK’s
major tourist attractions, as well as its cities 
and countryside.

Green Badge Guides have expert 
local knowledge of particular towns
and cities. White Badge Guides 

have detailed knowledge of their specific site.

British Guild of Tourist Guides
is the national association of Britain’s
guides. Since its foundation in 1950, the
Guild has dedicated itself to raising and
maintaining the highest professional
standards and meeting our visitors’ needs.
Our guides work in the UK’s museums,
galleries, churches and lead walking,
cycling, coach, car and driver-guided tours
throughout the country. Our members
work in over 30 different languages. 

In 2017 Guild guides
ran over 100,000
tours, taking 1.8
million visitors to
hundreds of places
across Britain

2018 is the 100th anniversary of the
Representation of the People Act, the law
granting certain women the right to vote.
There are countrywide events planned to
mark the centenary.
In April, a statue to suffragist leader

Millicent Fawcett will be unveiled in London’s
Parliament Square – the first woman to be
honoured in that prestigious location. The
monument includes tiles depicting 59 key
women – and a few men – who were central
in the campaign for women’s suffrage.
From June, Westminster Hall – the oldest

part of the Houses of Parliament – will host
the exhibition Voice and Vote, exploring 
the impact of women on parliament over 
the last 200 years. The free display includes
a recreation of ‘the Ventilator’, a loft 
space above the House of Commons
chamber where women – who were 
banned from the public galleries – listened 
to parliamentary debates.
Britain’s suffragette movement started in

Manchester in 1903 when Emmeline
Pankhurst held the first meeting of the
Women’s Social and Political Union at her
home at Nelson Street. The house, now the
Pankhurst Centre, is holding a series of
events to mark the centenary. In 2019, a
statue of Pankhurst will be unveiled in
Manchester, the city’s first monument to a
woman in more than 100 years.

In July, the
RHS Tatton Park
Flower Show will feature a
show garden with flowers in the purple,
white and green colours of the suffragette
movement.
There will be processions on June 10 in

Belfast, Cardiff, Edinburgh and London with
women encouraged to march in four
coordinated parades dressed in green,
white or purple, alongside new centenary
banners made as part of a public
programme of text and textile workshops
that echo the creative aspects of the
suffrage campaign.
The National Trust will be putting on

talks, tours and exhibitions at properties
that have connections to women who
influenced the suffrage movement. Among
the places showcased are Cliveden in
Berkshire, former residence of Nancy
Astor, the first female MP to take her seat,
and Bodnant House in Conwy, Wales,
former home of Laura McLaren, founder of
the Liberal Women’s Suffrage Union.
At Knole House in Sevenoaks, Kent A

Woman’s Place brings to life stories of the
women of Knole, from Vita Sackville-West
to a little-documented laundress called
Grace Robinson.
For tour ideas and local guides, go to our

website www.britainsguides.org

SUFFRAGETTE CITIES



   from around the UK
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A new £10 million TV adaptation of

Thackeray’s classic novel Vanity Fair will 

be broadcast on ITV later this year.

The literary classic, set against the backdrop

of the Napoleonic Wars, follows Becky Sharp

as she attempts to claw her way out of poverty

and scale the heights of English society.

This is the fifth British TV adaptation for a

novel that has also been filmed three times in

Hollywood, with actors vying to play the

central role of the feisty Becky Sharp.

For this production, 23-year-old Oldham-

born actor Olivia Cooke plays Thackeray’s

timeless anti-hero. Her story of villainy, crime,

merriment, cheating, fighting and dancing

takes her all the way to the court of King

George IV via the Battle of Waterloo, breaking

hearts and losing fortunes as she goes.

The new series was filmed at UK locations

including the 18th century Marble Hill House

in Twickenham, Fitzroy Square in London and

the Kent seaside town of Deal.

For a tour of the film locations visit

www.britainsbestguides.org

Vanity Project

Arty Facts
The Royal Academy of Arts, London

The Royal Academy of Arts is 250 this
year. Britain’s oldest art school – where
Turner and Constable learned to paint –
is celebrating its birthday with a
radically transformed interior that
opens to the public in May.

The £50 million redevelopment
connects the 18th century Burlington
House on Piccadilly with the palazzo
on Burlington Gardens. British architect
Sir David Chipperfield’s practice is
integrating the buildings with a Rialto-
style bridge connecting the two edifices,
as well as creating new gallery space
and opening up public areas.

In Scotland, Dundee’s eagerly-

awaited V&A
Museum of Design
opens on 15
September. The £80
million museum designed by
Japanese architect Kengo
Kuma will house a variety of
iconic items such as Charles
Rennie Mackintosh’s fully-
restored Oak Room, the
Christian Dior suit worn by
actress Marlene Dietrich as she
arrived in New York in 1950,
and the painting Paquebot
‘Paris’ by leading US
Precisionist Charles Demuth.

V&A Museum of Design, Dundee
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MY FAVOURITE
Blue Badge Guides show you their
favourite places around the UK

6

I grew up with a picture of a New Forest pony hanging on my
bedroom wall and was later entranced by the Frederick Marryat
kid’s novel about the Civil War, Children of the New Forest. The
sheer history and magic of the place has never left me. As well
as being a wonderful area to walk and explore, it’s also home to
some of the UK’s best visitor attractions including Buckler’s
Hard, the 18th century shipyard where many of the ships in
Nelson’s navy were built, and Beaulieu Manor, ancestral home of
the Montagu family and the National Motor Museum.

Richard Madden, South Central Blue Badge Guide
www.richardmadden.co.uk

...FOREST

Before becoming a guide, in 1988 I joined
the Metropolitan Police. We were issued
with a truncheon, handcuffs, whistle and a
key ‘for official call boxes’. My key unlocked
the door to London’s smallest nick, in
Trafalgar Square. It’s a cylindrical drum
with a small iron and glass door, topped by
a lantern. In 1887 the square became the
meeting point for demonstrations;
unemployed people had set up camp and
trouble was brewing. This culminated in the
‘Bloody Sunday Riot’ of 13 November, street
battles that saw two demonstrators killed,
200 injured and 400 arrests. Following this,
the police insisted on a permanent post in
the square and the tiny office came into
existence. There can only have been room
for a couple of constables, but at least they
had a direct phone line to Scotland Yard to
summon reinforcements.

Richard Ing, London Blue Badge Guide
richard@ingtours.co.uk

...POLICE STATION

...is the ‘Pelican Portrait’ in the Walker
Art Gallery, Liverpool. This meticulous
portrait of Queen Elizabeth I is such an
incredibly detailed painting. I can look at
it for hours, imagining the painstaking
brushstrokes made by the artist Nicolas
Hilliard. I’ve always been fascinated by
images of Elizabeth I, this one shows an
amazing contrast between the detail of
her dress and jewellery and the flat,
mask-like appearance of her face. She
wanted to appear like a religious icon
and wears the Pelican brooch as a
symbol of self-sacrifice. There is a
matching painting called the ‘Phoenix
Portrait’ at Tate Britain in London.

Simone Peter, 
Liverpool Blue Badge Guide

simone@smartliverpooltours.com

...PAINTING
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The fun way to

This is a quiz book
with a difference

To find your personal guide to the very best of London,
visit www.britainsbestguides.org

Published by

DISCOVER MORE
OF LONDON

Come out on 22 themed tours in and
around London, each with challenging
questions and detailed – often
surprising – answers.

These are no ordinary tours and this is
not your usual quiz, because London is
no ordinary city.

The ideal gift is now on sale in your
local bookshop and online. Available
in paperback and e-book.
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Sophie Campbell
takes us around
some of Britain’s
best castles

Castles are our earliest live-work spaces: too fortified to be
houses, too domesticated to be fortresses. It’s the marriage
of form and function that makes them truly fascinating to
visitors – not to mention their strategic location in the
landscape, their fabulous views, bristling defences and role
as literal power bases for a family or monarch.

This May Windsor, the largest of our castles, will be in the
spotlight as Prince Harry and Meghan walk up the aisle for
an intimate wedding in St George’s Chapel. A month later
the Queen’s favourite castle will host the annual Garter
Ceremony, maintaining a chivalric order founded in 1348.

It seems incredible that Windsor Castle and the Tower of
London – the two remaining intact Norman castles thrown

up around London after the 11th century invasion – are still
in use. That’s continuity for you – they’ve survived all that
history could throw at them.

Many castles in Britain are not as instantly recognisable as
Windsor. Maiden Castle, for example - the mighty Iron Age
fort within walking distance of Dorchester in Dorset – was
the heavily-defended home to hundreds of inhabitants in
the first century BC.

As the name suggests, Saxon Shore Forts, such as Dover
Castle, were originally built as Roman forts facing south and
east to fend off potential Saxon raiders; some disappeared,
others became inhabited castles.

Scottish Border country, now the most tranquil landscape

TOWERS of
The Round Tower, Windsor Castle



imaginable, is still dotted with the proto-castles known as
Pele towers; simple stone constructions with spiral stairs,
few rooms and defensive views for miles around. My
favourite is the unforgettably-titled Fatlips Castle near
Hawick, allegedly named for the smacking kisses bestowed
by its mediaeval occupants on visiting ladies, but now
owned by the Earl of Minto. You can get the key from 
the local garage in Denholm and pant your way up to 
the top.

Finally, there are castle-style private homes with no true
fortifications, mostly built by romantically-minded
Victorians: Highclere springs to mind, sunk into its bowl of
land on the Berkshire/Hampshire border and glamourised

9

The Royal Armouries
museum in the Tower of

London is the world’s oldest
public museum – opening to

visitors in 1660. It is also
home to the tallest suit of

armour: made in 1535,
it stands at

2.05m.
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Fatlips Castle



by its 
role in 

the hit
television series 

Downton Abbey.
The castles below are

scattered across the country and
divided into the super-castles that
most of us have heard of and
surprising castles that we might not.
Forward into the breach!

SUPER CASTLES
WHAT’S YOUR POISON?
Alnwick Castle, Northumberland
The 700-year old home of the Percys
(including notable 14th century knight
Sir Harry ‘Hotspur’) has been
revitalised by the current Duchess of
Northumberland, who not only built a

gigantic tree house but planted a
Poison Garden, to the mild alarm of
her husband, the 12th Duke. Famous
for its Harry Potter connections, the
castle offers broomstick lessons.

CHARGE! FOR EVERYTHING!
Warwick Castle, Warwickshire
Do not be put off by this robustly
commercial castle: it has a staggering
1000-year plus history and an amazing
armour collection inside the State
Rooms. Stay at the eye-wateringly
expensive – but brilliant – Tower Suites,
join a medieval-themed sleepover and
see the excellent live-action summer
jousting show, Wars of the Roses Live!

GLAM FOR MA’AM
Glamis Castle, Angus
You do not get more ‘Hogwarts’ than
this, especially in the snow. This

Fe
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Alnwick Castle
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Glamis Castle

A display at Warwick Castle

GHoSTS oF cASTLES PAST
Glamis probably takes the

shortbread biscuit for the best roster
of castle ghosts (well, of course it

would, with Macbeth’s witch
connections), including a grey lady,

a tongueless women, a phantom
servant-boy and a secret

room where a
nobleman deals

with the
Devil.

THE SAINTED EARL
The Blessed Thomas Percy of
Alnwick backed his fellow

Catholics, the Northern Earls,
in their uprising against Queen

Elizabeth I. He lost the battle
and his head at York –

and was later
beatified.
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fabulous Scottish baronial structure with its rocket-
turrets, battlements and stepped gables replaced an
earlier building. Glamis was home to the late Queen
Mother and birthplace of Princess Margaret, younger
sister to Queen Elizabeth II. It was once also home to the
murderous Macbeth and his missus.

ENGLAND’S BACK DOOR
Dover Castle, Kent
If a child drew a castle, this is what they would sketch.
Dover has everything, from a Roman lighthouse to a
classic Norman motte and bailey, from Great War gun
emplacements to Second World War tunnels. Do not miss
the steep medieval tunnels on the landside, built by King
John’s forces to withstand the siege of Prince Louis of
France in 1216.

EDWARD GOES TO THE SEASIDE
Beaumaris Castle, Anglesey
You simply cannot beat moated Beaumaris’ setting,
squatting over the eastern Menai Strait in Wales, while 
its sister castle at Caernarfon guards the western. 
With Harlech and Conwy they make up a UNESCO
World Heritage Site: the Castles and Town Walls of 
King Edward I in Gwynedd, dating back to the late 
13th century. 

BROKEN BASTION
Corfe Castle, Dorset
This evocative survivor of the English Civil War (which
spectacularly plugs the gap in the hills leading to the Isle
of Purbeck) summons up the ghosts of warriors past,
with its solitary ‘murder holes’ and arrow loops.

THE oRIGINAL WIcKED
STEPMoTHER

Did Elfryda, Saxon chatelaine
of Corfe Castle, poison her
stepson Edward (later the
Martyr), in AD 978? No

wonder her own son, who
took the crown, was

Ethelred the
Unready.

11

You simply cannot beat moated Beaumaris’ setting,
squatting over the eastern Menai Strait in Wales

Beaumaris Castle
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Corfe Castle
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LE PLAY IS LE THING
Portchester Castle, Hampshire
Cross the bridge into this castle guarding the entrance to
Portsmouth Harbour and you will see evidence of a square
Roman fort replaced by a Saxon stone tower replaced by a
Norman bailey and later a stone keep. Check out the
surviving Théâtre des Variétés de Portchester, used to stage
shows by French prisoners during the Napoleonic Wars.

GRAND GREEN FINGERS
Powis Castle, Powys
What would the builders of this Welsh hilltop castle think if
they could see it hunkered down peacefully amongst
terraced gardens, with clipped yews marching along like
portly soldiers? The Herbert family bought it in the 16th
century, later adding the stunning gardens and a museum to
the notoriously wealthy Clive of India, whose son married
into the family during the 18th century.

FIT FOR A QUEEN – OR FOUR
Sudeley Castle & Gardens, Gloucestershire
A great Tudor hotspot where four queens – Anne Boleyn,
Katherine Parr (‘KP’, who lived here), Lady Jane Grey and
Elizabeth I strolled on the parterre now known as the 
Queens’ Garden. Its stunning chapel contains KP’s tomb, 
the only private burial of an English queen. Books and love
letters written by Katherine are on show in the house.

THE ORIGINAL MAN-TRAP
Rochester Castle, Kent 
This 125ft-tall keep, built over an original 1080s
construction, guarded the River Medway. It survived a
vicious siege by King John, only to fall into disrepair by 
the 18th century. The keep has fighting platforms, a gap in
the stairs down which unwary invaders could fall, and an
anti-clockwise, right-angled staircase, making upwards
progress tricky for attackers.

SLIGHTED, BURNED AND FOSSILISED
Dudley Castle, West Midlands
One of the least-known and most fascinating Norman
castles, slighted during the Civil War and later 
destroyed by fire. Its mound is home 
to Dudley Zoo (tickets
include entrance to
both), which has
Britain’s biggest
concentrations of 
20th century Tecton
buildings, and
beneath that is a
world-famous deposit
of fossils. Look for
trilobytes in the 
castle walls.

SURPRISING CASTLES
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Powis Castle
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Framlingham Castle

Framlingham Castle in
Suffolk has its own song.
Ed Sheeran’s Castle on the
Hill became a worldwide
hit in 2017, with the fort

featuring in the
music video.



BUM DEAL 
When castles were besieged,
attackers would send in a spy,
usually a boy small enough to
climb through the hole in the
fortress wall where the sewage
was coming out.

RAT-A-TAT
Who’d be a drummer boy?
Edinburgh Castle is haunted by 
a headless version and at
Richmond Castle, a lad was sent
down a tunnel under the keep,
drumming all the way. The sound
stopped at Easby and he was
never seen again. A stone marks
the spot.

BOOM TIME
Warwick Castle has the world’s
largest replica trebuchet (a mighty
mediaeval siege-engine), which
hit the headlines in 2015 when it
fired a flaming cannon ball that
burnt down a nearby boathouse.

RED TAPE 
You could not just build
battlements willy-nilly: from the
12th to 16th century, monarchs
would reward favoured noblemen
with a ‘Licence to Crenellate’.

WET, WET, WET 
The first moat to be built in
London since mediaeval times
rings the new American Embassy
at Nine Elms: at 100ft wide, it’s
just like the grass version at the
Tower of London.

DIZZY RASCALS
Spiral stairs in castles usually go
upwards in a clockwise direction
to give the occupiers the sword
arm advantage. In Scotland, the
left-handed Kerr clan built theirs
anti-clockwise.

The term ‘loophole’
originally referred to
the narrow arrow slit

in castle walls.

Sudeley Castle

For a tour of these castles with an expert and entertaining
Blue Badge Guide visit britainsbestguides.org 13



MISCONCEPTIONCommons
There is a common belief that it is illegal to
die in the Houses of Parliament. But there is
no law against expiring in the Palace of
Westminster – how could anyone enforce
such a bizarre ruling? The myth comes
from the fact that anyone who dies in
a Royal Palace is technically eligible

for a state funeral, yet Guy Fawkes and Sir
Walter Raleigh were both executed in Old
Palace Yard. In 1812 Prime Minister Spencer
Perceval was shot dead in the House of
Commons and in 1907 Sir Alfred Billson
collapsed and died in the lobby. None were
honoured with a state funeral.

FACTS AND     

LIE ,
LEGEN

14

OF HIS NAME
ROBBED
The Scottish poet Robert Burns never used the names
Rabbie or Robbie, although he did sometimes call
himself Spunkie and Rantin’ Rovin’ Robin.

Gatwick, the name of the UK’s 
2nd-largest airport, means ‘the 
farm where goats are kept’.

Rabbie

Robbie

Spunkie
Rantin ‘Rovin’ Robin
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A BIT OF RUFF 
Some 300 years ago, King
George I made it illegal for a

common or garden dog to mate
with a royal pet, stating that: “The

severest penalties will be suffered by any commoner
who doth permit his animal to have carnal knowledge

of a pet of the Royal house”.
The law still stands today –
although no longer
punishable by death.

OLD
PEOPLE’S
THRONE
Already the oldest
ever heir to the
throne at 69 years,
Prince Charles
would become the
oldest monarch ever
crowned in Britain.

  FICTION FROM BRITISH HISTORY 

ES,
AND

NDS

©
 T
he
 G
ra
ph
ic
s 
Fa
ir
y 
20
07

15

©
R
os
li 
O
th
m
an
/S
hu
tt
er
st
oc
k.
co
m

STABLE DIET
The Duke of Wellington’s favourite horse was
named Copenhagen. The ‘Iron Duke’ rode him
during his most famous victory at the Battle of
Waterloo. The legendary stallion died in 1836
after being overindulged with sponge cakes,
bath buns and chocolate creams.
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THE INN CROWD

From urban ‘boozers’ to
snug country inns, there
are 50,000 pubs in
Britain – Marc Zakian
uncovers their history
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ALE IN A DAY’S WORK
The first recorded English alehouse was called Hell. Was it named for
serving the devil’s brew, or as a refuge for spouses who’d been told
where to go? We will never know, but the most likely explanation is
that it was a beer cellar in an era when anything below ground was
seen as Lucifer’s domain.

Alehouses were at the heart of early English life. Medieval streets
were made up of homes, shops, workplaces and the brewhouse. With
no taps at home, it was the only place where thirsty workers could
safely get a drink – a bucket of local well water might come with a
fatal dose of cholera.

Brewhouses often took their names from the tradesmen who
worked nearby, The Tanners Tap or The Weavers Arms. Some were
named for a recognisable landmark – The Holly Bush or The Red
Door – while others used heraldic devices to draw in clients – The
Castle, The Griffin or The Three Lions.

Alehouses were at the heart of early English life. Medieval streets
were made up of homes, shops, workplaces and the brewhouse

A tun is two pipes, which
equals two hogsheads,

which contain two barrels,
which hold two kilderkins,
each of which is 144 pints -
imperial measurements are

‘firkin’ complicated.
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The medieval mind loved a pun and
pub signs often featured wordplays.
So, an alehouse called The Cock had
less to do with poultry and more to do
with the stopcock on the barrel. The
Butt Inn was not an impudent
interruption but, like The Three Tuns,
it referenced the barrel. 

Pubs called The Hoop refer to the
hoop around the barrel and The
Coopers Arms celebrated people who
made that barrel. Modern pubs
continue the tradition, so The
Overdraft in Southampton is located in
a former bank, while The Half Crown
in Benfleet was just The Crown until
the building was partly demolished by
a lorry. At least that’s what the bloke in
the corner of the pub will tell you.

TAXING THE POUR
The tippler helped turn the
neighbourhood brewhouse into the
alehouse or ‘local’. They first
appeared 700 years ago; rather than
brewing and trading from the same

premises, the tippler bought ale
wholesale and sold it in taverns, street
fairs and markets. They were replaced
by licensed landlords and publicans,
but their legacy lives on in the word
‘tipple’, meaning ‘a favourite drink’.

By the 1600s there was one
alehouse for every 200 people in
England (today it’s around one for
every 1,000). Such a thriving business
was never going to avoid the
attention of the king’s purse and in
1690 a tax was levied on alcohol
content. The problem was how to
measure this.

The solution was a ‘trial by fire’.
Beer was poured onto a small heap 
of gunpowder; if it was impossible 
to light, the spirit was too watery, it 
if burned a steady blue flame the
content was correct, if it was too
strong there was a crackle and pop, 
a yellow flame shot up and you 
might be in need of a new ale tester.
Gunpowder was replaced by 
the safer, but far less exciting,
hydrometer.

EVIL SPIRITS
The term ‘public house’ was first 
used in the 17th century. Ironically 
it was cheap gin that fuelled the pub
craze. Consumption of English gin 
was encouraged by landowning
politicians who profited from grain 
it was distilled from. By the early 
18th century there were 7,000 dram
shops in London and the gin
epidemic was destroying working-
class communities.

In 1751, government restricted 
gin sales, encouraging the public 
to drink the “more wholesome and
temperate beverage” beer. The 
pub as we know it was born: a
purpose-built drinking establishment
with club rooms, smoke rooms,
music, games and urinals rather 
than a bucket. When Prime Minister
Duke of Wellington removed the
duty from beer and liberalised
licensing laws a veritable beer rush
began. 53 grateful pubs still bear 
the duke’s name.



STAGE CRAFT
The Regency period was the golden age
of the stagecoach. Travelling the country
in stages – hence the name – horses
and passengers needed rest, food and
somewhere to sleep overnight.

So the coaching inn was born. There
were hundreds of them across the
country and often the coach was named
for its point of departure: the Duke of
Wellington Coach from the Duke of
Wellington Inn in Minehead. Not
surprisingly, nearly every corner of Britain
has a pub called the Coach and Horses.

LAST ORDERS?
The Duke of Wellington’s Beer Act was
a high point for free-drinking Britons.
Governments spent the next century
trying to put the pint back into the pot.
The 1868 Wine and Beerhouse Act
ruled that landlords had to provide
evidence of good character and keep
an orderly house, free from prostitutes
and thieves. This resulted in 6,000 pubs
losing their licences.

The 1881 Closing Act meant no pub
could open in Wales on Sundays and
at the outbreak of the First World War

the Defence of the Realm Act made
sure that alcohol consumption would
not interfere with the war effort –
restricting opening hours to luncheon
(12 to 2:30pm) and supper (6:30 
to 9:30pm).

Thankfully drinking laws are now
less restricted, with most pubs open
from 11am until 11pm and some
holding 24 hour licences. It is
increasingly hard for many publicans
to make a living and some are closing,
but history is behind them and over
the last thousand years pubs have
always been at the centre of British life.

In 1751, government restricted gin sales,
encouraging the public to drink ” beer

16th century brewery Beer street – 1750
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THORNY QUESTION
We have all seen the pub signs for Ye Olde
Pigge Banke. Nobody in medieval England
pronounced ‘the’ as ‘ye’. ‘Ye’ only existed as a
second person plural of ‘thou’ – as in O come,
all ye faithful. Anglo-Saxon had two single
letters to express ‘the’ – one of them was
written þ, known as a ‘thorn’. Scribes
wanting to save space on expensive vellum
would write ‘the’ as thorn with a very small e
directly above it, like this: þe. Over the years
thorn mutated to resemble the letter y –
especially after the introduction of
printing – and people started reading and
pronouncing ‘the’ as ‘ye’. Ye reste is history.

A coaching inn The Wellington



THE EAGLE AND CHILD in 
Stow-on-the-Wold stakes its claim as it
is attached to the Porch Hotel, which
claims to be England’s oldest inn
dating from 947AD. It’s a good job
there was no medieval Trip Advisor as
the hotel began as a home for lepers.
The inn has a tunnel that leads from
the bar to the church across the street
and the pub has evidence of witches’
marks and a bear pit. Bear baiting has
given way to a pub quiz. Pub history
fundamentalists disqualify the Eagle
and Child’s claim as there was a 16
year period when it stopped trading.

THE ROYAL STANDARD OF
ENGLAND near Beaconsfield claims
to be some 900 years old, originating as
a Saxon alehouse run by the family of
King Harold II. It took its name after

the future King Charles II allegedly hid
in the rafters when on the run
following his defeat at the battle of
Worcester in the 17th century Civil War.
Charles must have been on quite a pub
crawl as there are over 100 Royal Oak
pubs across the country all named after
the ancient tree where the escaping
king supposedly hid.

YE OLDE FIGHTING COCKS in
St Albans, Hertfordshire is an early
Tudor building dating from 1485. It is,
however, in the Guinness Book of
Records as the oldest pub in England, as
an 11th century building on an 8th
century site. Oliver Cromwell is
reputed to have stayed here.
Presumably the local minstrels were
given the night off while the Puritan
general was in the house.

YE OLDE TRIP TO JERUSALEM
in Nottingham is built into the rock
face under the castle. Documents show
a castle brewhouse occupied the site
before 1189. Trip originally meant
resting place and the pub purports to
be a travel lodge where crusaders drew
breath before heading off to slay
Saracens. The earliest parts of the pub
building date from around 1650, but it
is attached to several 12th century
caves carved inside the soft sandstone
under the castle – presumably full of
lost punters who took the wrong door
at closing time.
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The Eagle and Child, Stow-on-the-Wold The Royal Standard of England, Beaconsfield

Stalybridge near
Manchester boasts the
longest pub name in the
country: The Old Thirteenth
Cheshire Astley Volunteer
Rifleman Corps Inn. It is
also home to the shortest,
simply the letter Q.

Ye Olde Fighting Cocks, St Albans

Q: WHICH IS THE OLDEST PUB IN ENGLAND? HERE ARE THE RUNNERS.
PUB QUIZ 
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YE OLDE MAN & SCYTHE in
Bolton was given a makeover as
recently as 1636, following its first
recorded appearance as a pub in 1251.
The cellar goes back to this date. The
grim-repearish name comes from the
pub’s symbol which may allude to the
execution of the Earl of Derby. This
took place outside the pub in 1651 and
the Man & Scythe houses a chair that
the Earl supposedly sat on before
being taken outside to be beheaded.
The more prosaic explanation is that
the symbol derives from the symbol of
the local Pilkington family.

THE FLEUR DE LYS in Pilley
outside Lymington is mentioned in
the Domesday Book and claims that it
served its first ale in 1086. There is a
list of landlords by the entrance going
to back to 1498 and the inn features in
Conan Doyle’s novel The White

Company. With its mossy, thatched
roof, it has all the characteristics of an
ancient country inn.

THE BINGLEY ARMS in Bardsey
near Leeds in Yorkshire dates from
1780, but is first recorded as a pub in
905. Previously known as The Priest’s
Inn, it was used as the local court with
offenders being taken outside to the
pillory, a space now reserved for
exiled smokers. The chimney has two
priest holes dating back to 1539 and is
home to several ghosts, including a
Cavalier and a mysterious dog.

THE SKIRRID INN in
Abergavenny is the oldest pub in
Wales. Dating back to 1110, the current
building is from the 1600s. According
to legend, the inn was used to hang
criminals, with rope markings still
visible on various beams around the

pub. The ghost of the judge who
dished out the death sentences is said
to roam the premises to this day.

RUB-A-DUB
Of the 3,500 or so pubs in London,
some have achieved literary fame,
some are known for history or politics,
while others are just plain notorious.

THE EAGLE
Up and down the City road

In and out the Eagle.

That’s the way the money goes,

Pop! goes the weasel.
The words to this classic nursery
rhyme are written on a board
hanging outside this Islington pub
on the edge of the City of London.
But what does it all mean? It’s
probably a reference to hand-to-
mouth lives of working class
Londoners: ‘Weasel and stoat’ is
cockney rhyming slang for coat and
‘popping’ meant exchanging it in the
pawn shop – presumably after
spending all your money in the pub.

THE BLIND BEGGAR Legend
tells that the original ‘blind beggar’
was Henry de Montfort, a medieval
nobleman who was left disfigured in

Fe
at
ur
e 

22

The Fleur de Lys, Pilley

The Bingley Arms, Bardsey

THE ANSWER TO OUR 
PUB QUIZ?
Nobody knows which pub is
really the oldest. But the
argument is so explosive that
Wikipedia has closed its page
on the matter to stop
opponents flaming each other.

The Blind Beggar, London

The most common pub
names in Britain.

1 Red Lion (590)
2 Crown (547)
3 Royal Oak (468)
4 White Hart (339)
5 Railway (323)
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The current version was built to
quench dry palates immediately

after the Great Fire of London
scorched its predecessor

The Eagle, Islington

Plymouth’s Nowhere Inn
lends its name to the hoary
story of the late-returning
husband responding to his
wife’s question about where

he has been with the
“truthful” retort:
“Nowhere”.

battle and reduced to begging on the
streets. The Whitechapel pub gained
notoriety in 1966 when East End gangster
Ronnie Kray shot and murdered George
Cornell, an associate of a rival gang, as he
was sitting at the bar.

YE OLDE CHESHIRE CHEESE There
has been a pub on this Fleet Street site
since 1538. The current version was built
to quench dry palates immediately after
the Great Fire of London scorched its
predecessor. Its location at the heart of the
newspaper district turned it into the most
literary pub in London: Mark Twain,
Alfred, Lord Tennyson, Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, PG Wodehouse and Dr Johnson
were all visitors. Charles Dickens was a
regular and alluded to The Cheese in A
Tale of Two Cities. A brothel operated from
one of the rooms during the 1700s and
Polly, the pub parrot achieved notoriety
for her ability to speak obscenities. On her
death in 1926, 200 newspapers across the
world carried her obituary.

Ye Olde Man & Scythe, Bolton



THE PROSPECT OF WHITBY
claims to be London’s oldest riverside
pub, dating back to 1520. During the
1600s it was known as the Devil’s
Tavern, a meeting place for sailors,
smugglers and cut-throats. In the 17th
century it was the local of ‘Hanging’
Judge Jeffreys, scourge of the
participants in the ill-fated Monmouth
Rebellion. He lived nearby and a
replica gallows and noose hangs by the
pub’s Thameside window. Criminals
would be tied to riverside posts at low
tide and left there to drown when the
tide came in, though Execution Dock
was actually by Wapping Old Stairs
and was generally used to punish
pirates. The writers Charles Dickens
and Samuel Pepys were regulars.

The Prospect of Whitby, London
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During the 1600s it was known as the
Devil’s Tavern, a meeting place for
sailors, smugglers and cut-throats



The Albert, Westminster

To discover more about the history of pubs with a Blue Badge Guide visit: britainsbestguides.org

THE GRAPES in is another
legendary Thameside pub. In 1820, the
young Charles Dickens (an
enthusiastic pub-goer, it is clear!)
visited his godfather in Limehouse and
The Grapes appears, scarcely
disguised, in the opening chapter of
Our Mutual Friend. When the landlady
– a former Playboy ‘Bunny Girl’ –
retired in 2012 the pub was bought by
a local resident who was concerned
that it would be sold for
redevelopment: Sir Ian McKellen.
Famous for portraying Gandalf in the
Lord of the Rings films, his wizard’s staff
hangs behind the bar, along with a
stuffed cat presented to McKellen by
fellow thespian knight, Sir Patrick
Stewart. The balcony overlooks a

riverside statue by Antony Gormley,
creator of the iconic Angel of 
the North.

THE ALBERT is a classic Victorian
pub with ornate ceilings, hand-etched
frosted glass windows and wrought
iron balconies. The pub’s vicinity to the
Palace of Westminster means it has a
Division Bell that would ring eight
minutes before the deadline for casting
a vote – presumably followed by the
sight of MPs and peers charging down
Victoria Street to make it back to the
Houses of Parliament. The pub also
features a mini-gallery of portraits and
signed photos of former Prime
Ministers, most of whom have visited
The Albert.

Gandalf’s staff at The Grapes pub, London
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Blue Badge Guide
Gavin Webb takes us
around the bohemian
village of Hampstead
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There’s a guide book to north London with a cartoon titled:
‘the only house in Hampstead that nobody famous had
lived in’. A cheery satire that sums up this eccentric hamlet
on a hill – an outpost for artists, architects and anarchists
since it first touted itself as an escape from the city smog
some three hundred years ago.

“It was a generation of celebrity consumptives who sealed
Hampstead’s reputation,” says Gavin Webb. “ Chief among
them was the poet John Keats. Desperate for a cure, he took
up residence in a Regency villa near the Vale of Health – one
of the spring-water spas that had brought Hampstead to
fame. Here he fell in love with local girl Fanny Brawne,
praising her beauty, elegance and grace, but also noting that
she was silly and strange. Not the most romantic of
romantic poets.

“The ailing Keats cut a tragic figure; writing the
melancholy Ode to a Nightingale under the plum tree in his
garden, inspired by the singing bird nesting on the nearby
heath. Today the garden and house are a museum to Keats’
painfully short life.

“John Constable brought his sick spouse Maria Bicknell to
Hampstead. Bewitched by the local skies, his swirling
paintings of heath and heavens reflected a mournful mood
as his wife’s condition worsened and she finally succumbed
to tuberculosis.

“Maria was buried at St John’s Church. When Constable
died in 1837 he was interred alongside her. The artist’s
inscription reads simply ‘John Constable RA’. His now
forgotten wife, however, is eulogised as ‘daughter of Charles

26

“John Constable brought his
sick spouse Maria Bicknell to
Hampstead. Bewitched by the
local skies, his swirling paintings
of heath and heavens reflected a
mournful mood as his wife’s
condition worsened”

A HILL OF  

Constable’s grave
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   A TIME
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Bicknell Esq, Solicitor to His Majesty
George IV and to the Admiralty’.

“The leafy graveyard at St John’s
also holds the tomb of a Hampstead
dynasty: the du Mauriers. Head of
the family George du Maurier was a
cartoonist for the satirical magazine
Punch. His daughter Sylvie and her
husband Arthur Llewelyn Davies are
both buried at the church. The couple
died relatively young and their
orphaned children were cared for by
the writer JM Barrie – inspiring him

to write Peter Pan. 
“Sylvia’s brother, the actor-

manager Sir Gerald du Maurier,
played Captain Hook in the first
production of Peter Pan. But Sir
Gerald’s fame was eclipsed by his
daughter Daphne, who wrote a series
of classic novels, including Rebecca

and Jamaica Inn.

“Young Daphne du Maurier would
play on the Hampstead streets. One
place she remembered vividly is the
old magistrates’ criminal lock up

with ‘it’s blackened walls and barred
slit windows, daunting to whichever
of us (played) the part of the
prisoner’. You can still see it as you
wend your way down the Georgian
streets leading to the heath.

“The Admiral’s House is home to
another Hampstead dynasty. It took
its name during the 1790s when an
eccentric naval officer added a roof
in the shape of a ship’s quarter-deck
to the building. According to legend,
the ‘Admiral’ would fire a cannon

“The Admiral’s House took its name
during the 1790s when an eccentric naval

officer added a roof in the shape of a ship’s
quarter-deck to the building”

The Grove, or Admiral’s House, John ConstableSt John’s church, Hampstead

Admiral’s House



from the roof-deck to mark the king’s
birthday or a British naval victory.
Some say that this was the inspiration
for the character of Admiral Boom in
local resident PL Travers’ Mary Poppins.

“Sir George Gilbert Scott took up
residence in the Admiral’s House in
1856. It’s odd that the great Victorian
gothicist – architect of St Pancras
Station’s Midland Grand Hotel and 
the Albert Memorial – chose to live 
in a wooden shipboard building. 
His architect grandson Giles, designer
of the iconic red phone box, grew 
up nearby in the shadow of St John’s
Church.

“Grove Lodge adjoins the Admiral’s
House. Dating back to 1700 it features
in three paintings by Constable,
including A Romantic House at
Hampstead. In the 1900s it was home
to Nobel Prize-winning author John
Galsworthy, who penned his Forsyte
Saga novels here.

“Ian Fleming was another local
author – growing up in the North end
of Hampstead. There is a legendary
story that Fleming was angered when a
row of nearby cottages at Willow Road
was controversially demolished in 1939
to make way for a modernist building
designed by Erno Goldfinger. Twenty
years later Fleming used Goldfinger’s
name for the eponymous villain in his
seventh James Bond novel – the
architect was furious.

“The doyen of Hampstead

modernists was Sir Roger Penrose and
his wife, Vogue photographer and
model Lee Miller. Their house was a
drop-in centre for a circle of writers
that included Lucian Freud. After the
outbreak of the Second World War,
Penrose lent Freud Picasso’s Weeping
Woman and the young artist took the
masterpiece home on the Hampstead
underground. Today it is safely
ensconced in the Tate Modern.

“Artists and writers and eccentrics
continued colonising Hampstead in
the 1960s. Among them was the
brilliantly oddball satirist, actor and
Private Eye stalwart Peter Cook, who
moved here in 1965.

“As well as spoofing London radio
stations with prank calls from his
Hampstead garret – famously as ‘Sven
from Swiss Cottage’, a Norwegian
fisherman who’d come to London to
find love and escape the fish-obsessed
phone-ins of Norway – Cook devised a
game of urban golf played with friends
on the cobbles behind his house.

“Cook’s ashes lie alongside
Constable and Co in St John’s Church.
He is still remembered fondly in the
iconic ‘village’ pubs he frequented,
particularly The Flask and The Holly
Bush, which is my personal favourite.

“Spa water has given way to beer in
Hampstead – much tastier. But it still is
accompanied by some of the finest
views across London – from this little
town on a hill.”

Gavin Webb is the winner of the Luxury Travel Guide Tour Guide of the Year –
London 2018. For a tour with Gavin go to www.tourguideoflondon.co.uk
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Willow Road, Hampstead

Grove House, Hampstead
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Blue Badge
Guide Felicity
Whittle tours
us around
Nottingham’s
literary history



 ABOUT NOTTINGHAM 
31

“Nottingham is a city of rebels,” says Felicity Whittle. “Take our most famous
son, Robin Hood. He has become a universal symbol of revolution, stealing
from the rich to give to the poor – the people’s hero who has turned into an
international legend.

“The city loves ‘Robbing Robin’. We have his statue, an energy supplier
named after him and when Nottingham promoted an anti-littering campaign,
it was lead by a figure of Robin in his bycocket hat putting his rubbish in a
bin. He was a very tidy rebel.

“The last remnants of Robin’s Sherwood Forest are home to the beloved
Major Oak. This ailing thousand-year-old tree – held upright by supports – is
where the heroic outlaw and his merry men allegedly made camp.

“If Robin was a mythical rebel, Lord Byron was a very real one. He arrived
in Nottingham aged ten and was inspired to write his first poem: ‘in
Nottingham county, there lives at Swine Green, as curs’t an old lady, as ever
was seen’. Nobody knows who the ‘curs’t woman’ was, but Swine Green is
where local people’s pigs were herded.

Robin Hood statue
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“At 15 Byron fell in love with local
girl Mary Chaworth. The teenage poet
tried to woo her with romantic verses,
but she spurned him, calling him ‘
that lame boy’. Byron suffered with 
a club foot.

“Chaworth was almost certainly the
last woman – or man – to reject Byron.
In 1812, with publication of Childe
Harold’s Pilgrimage, the poet was a
celebrity, famously quipping: ‘I woke
one morning and found myself
famous’. He was the new-romantic
‘rock star’ of his time and one of the
most prolific lovers in England, whose
mistresses included the future Prime

Minister Lord Melbourne’s wife, Lady
Caroline Lamb, who dubbed him ‘mad,
bad and dangerous to know’.

“After university at Cambridge,
Byron moved to his crumbling
ancestral seat at Newstead Abbey.
With half the house derelict he used
the empty hall for pistol practice and
the deserted dining room to play
battledore – an early version of
badminton. In characteristically
decadent fashion he bought a set of
friar’s habits, then invited guests to
don them and party amidst the abbey
ruins while sipping wine from the
skulls of deceased monks.

“Byron met his death in 1824 as a
true rebel, fighting alongside the
Greeks for their independence from
the Ottomans. Westminster Abbey
refused to inter him in Poets’ Corner –
there were mutterings about the poet’s
republican sympathies and an
improper relationship with his half-
sister – so his body was brought to St
Mary Magdalene Church in Hucknall,
near Nottingham. His daughter, the
mathematician Ada Lovelace – who
the poet never met – is buried
alongside him.

“D.H. Lawrence was born in
Eastwood, ten miles from Nottingham.

Byron met his death in 1824 as a true rebel,
fighting alongside the Greeks for their
independence from the Ottomans 

Newstead AbbeyTomb for Byron’s dog, Boatswain, at Newstead Abbey

D.H. Lawrence – 1915 D.H. Lawrence statueD.H. Lawrence birthplace 
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His father was a hard-drinking coal
miner, his mother believed she had
married beneath her station. Lawrence
was the first local boy to win a
scholarship to Nottingham High
School and went on to study at the
city’s University College.

“In 1901 Lawrence started work in a
local factory, but suffered a severe bout
of pneumonia and returned to
Eastwood where his mother could
nurse him. While convalescing, he met
Jessie Chambers, a Nottinghamshire
farmer’s daughter who introduced him
to literature and encouraged him to
write. They became lovers, but
Lawrence spurned her, transforming
her into the character of Miriam
Leivers in his novel Sons and Lovers.

“Lawrence took inspiration from
people and places around him and
poured this into his novels: the
Eastwood chemist’s wife, the
Chambers’ Farm and Teversal 
Manor that became Wragby Hall,
residence of eponymous heroine 
Lady Chatterley and her paralysed 
husband Clifford.

“In 1912 he visited his friend, the
university professor Ernest Weekley
and was introduced to his former
lecturer’s aristocratic German wife
Frieda. In a scandalous elopement,
Lawrence and Frieda ran off together.

During WW1 the couple lived in
Cornwall. They were seen walking the
cliff tops singing songs in German
and banned from the county.

“Eventually he and Frieda left
Britain to begin what Lawrence called
a ‘savage pilgrimage’. They began in
Italy, then headed to New Mexico
before making their way to France,
where the writer died aged 44.

“Lawrence remained a controversial
figure, regarded as a writer of dirty
books and a painter of pornographic
images. When his oils were exhibited
in London, half of them were
confiscated for offending moral
sensibilities.

“His books were frequently banned
in Britain. But in 1960, following legal
changes, Penguin printed an
unexpurgated version of Lady
Chatterley’s Lover. The publisher was
taken to court, with the prosecuting
council defending old-world moral
censorship, declaring that the book
was “not something you would even
wish your wife or servants to read”.

“Nottingham eventually embraced
Lawrence, acknowledging his
contribution to the city and wider
world of literature. A statue was
unveiled in the university grounds 
and a museum opened at his
birthplace in Eastwood.

“Like Lawrence, Alan Sillitoe 
was a Nottingham boy from a poor
background. His family spent the
1930s avoiding rent collectors and 
he left school at 14 to work in local
factories, including the Raleigh 
bike works.

“To escape factory life, Sillitoe lied
about his age to join the RAF, but was
diagnosed with TB and pensioned off
from the forces. While recuperating he
discovered books and started writing.

“His books portrayed the
Nottingham he knew. Saturday Night
and Sunday Morning was published in
1958 and featured the ultimate rebel,
Arthur Seaton: a lathe operator in the
Raleigh factory whose mission was to
earn enough money to buy booze and
cigarettes and chase women.

“In 1960 it was made into a film
with Albert Finney in the role of the
working class anti-hero. It’s almost a
documentary of Nottingham at the
time: you can still walk up to the castle
mound and see the panorama featured
in the movie, though many of the
famous local factories, such as Raleigh
and John Player cigarettes – as well as
the surrounding collieries – are gone.

“The buildings may have
disappeared, but Nottingham’s
rebellious spirit is still very much 
in evidence.”
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For a tour of Nottingham with Felicity Whittle visit www.goldstarguides.com
The Nottingham Booklovers Walk runs on the first Sunday of each month,
from April to September.
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I walk the South Downs Way once a year. I sometimes start 
in Winchester – the ancient capital of England – and end in
Eastbourne, near those famous white cliffs along the south
coast. On the way you see some of the loveliest scenery in
the country. There are lots of famous landmarks, such as
Chanctonbury Ring and Ditchling Beacon – the highest point
on the route. The South Downs Way is a hundred miles 
long and goes through Britain’s newest national park. Just
make sure you wear some good walking boots because it 
is always muddy!

Ed Lerner, London Blue Badge Guide edwinlerner@gmail.com

...WALK

...LANDSCAPE
Hill Top was Beatrix Potter’s farmhouse. 
I am a Cumbrian farmer’s daughter and
lived the first 18 years of my life in a very
similar farmhouse just 20 miles away.
The writer bought the farm in 1905 with
the proceeds of the sale of her first book,
The Tale of Peter Rabbit. The garden is a
lovely, haphazard mix of flowers, herbs,
fruit and vegetables and was an
inspiration for her tales. Remember 
Mr MacGregor the gardener? Potter was
very committed to the conservation of
Herdwick sheep and had her own flock.
You can still see them grazing among the
bracken. I so admired Beatrix Potter and
her work that when I had an opportunity, 
I brought one of her letters to the local
Mayor. I have a copy and the original is
based in the Town Hall in Kendal.

Jan Nicholson, 
Cumbria Blue Badge Guide,
jannicholson57@gmail.com

…is Strand-on-the-Green. I love this part of
Chiswick by the river, it’s only a short walk
from my front door and yet it seems cut off
from the rest of the London. Walk along
this stretch of the Thames and you will
pass 18th century almshouses, quaint
cottages and three excellent pubs. Oliver
Cromwell reputedly frequented one, while
Ringo Starr was cornered by a tiger in
another – for the Beatles’ film Help! Cross
Kew Bridge to arrive at Kew Gardens and
its magnificent glass-houses as well as the
Original Maids of Honour tea and cakes
shop, family-run since 1860.

Guy Fairbank, London Blue Badge Guide
guy.fairbank@gmail.com

...PLACE

MY FAVOURITE
Blue Badge Guides show you their
favourite places around the UK
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11 th October 2018 • NEC Birmingham

&

Register now to attend the 
BIGGEST event for groups in 2018.

When: 11th October • Where: Hall 19, NEC Birmingham
w: www.grouptravelshow.com  t: 0345 130 7752

Brilliant celebrity 
expert speakers, 
especially for you...

And it’s completely free!
Quick and easy online registration is now open for you to visit 
Britain’s biggest and most important group travel show! This 
includes an offer of free parking* at the NEC worth £12.00.

you make new contacts and friends too.

Come and listen to Simon Calder, 
Carol Klein and Gyles Brandreth 
for free in the seminar theatre 

don’t miss it!

Simon Calder Carol Klein Gyles Brandreth

ATTRACTIONS • THEATRES • TOUR OPERATORS • COACH COMPANIES • RIVER AND CRUISE LINES • HOTELS • TOURIST OFFICES & MORE!

INTERESTED IN EXHIBITING? CONTACT SHARON YANDELL ON 01908 613323 OR EMAIL sharon.y@yandellmedia.com
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Westminster Abbey

So many 
secrets 
 waiting to  
be revealed

Book online today for fast track discounted entry

Faith at the heart of the nation westminster-abbey.org

Become a member for unlimited free entry

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  

 
 

   

  


