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CREATE 
GREAT TRIPS &
EXPERIENCES

AT THE 
BRITISH TOURISM 
& TRAVEL SHOW

If you are involved in the planning of day trips
or outings for a group of any size, a visit to the
British Tourism & Travel Show is a must.

Whether you're considering a visit to a garden,
the theatre, a town or city, historic heritage
attraction or simply looking for ideas, British
Tourism & Travel Show is your 
one-stop solution.

Taking place in Hall 8 at the NEC in
Birmingham on 21-22 March 2018, 
the show is packed with ideas for day trips,
accommodation and places to visit for 
your group. 

With exhibiting companies coming from the
length and breadth of England, Ireland,
Scotland and Wales, there is certain to be 
the perfect destination for you.THE VERY BEST OF BRITAIN & IRELAND 

THE             EVENT

#1

For more information and to book your free ticket visit
WWW.TOURISMSHOW.CO.UK



IS
S

N
: 2

0
5
3
-0

4
3
9

3

ENGLAND LONDON WALES NORTHERN
IRELAND

SCOTLAND GREEN BADGE

This magazine is produced by the British Guild of Tourist Guides – the national
association for Blue Badge Guides (the highest guiding qualification in Britain.) 

Email: theguide@blue-badge.org.uk • www.britainsbestguides.org

Editor: Marc Zakian  

E: marczakian@blueyonder.co.uk

Publisher:
British Guild of Tourist Guides ©2017

Design and print:
MYPEC T: +44 113 257 9646 
W: www.mypec.co.uk
Display advertising: 
Andy Bettley T: +44 7846 979625 
andy@mypec.co.uk

Welcome to our magazine, intended to inspire
and inform you of this country’s many delights.

As autumn’s colours turn into winter’s long,
dark evenings, peer through the mists of time as
Marc Zakian digs up extraordinary stories about
our ancient burial grounds. From Neolithic
barrows to plague burial pits, vaulted crypts to
vainglorious monuments, Britain’s churchyards
make for fascinating exploration.

Our second feature celebrates buildings that are
soaring statements in stone, documenting a living
Age of Faith and communities of the faithful.
Cathedrals – as well as churches and other places
of worship of all kinds – are to be experienced on
almost any tour of this country and Sophie
Campbell’s feature inspires you to discover more
of these wonderful places. From quires to choirs,
flying buttresses to fan vaulting, effigies and
ecclesiastical treasures, each cathedral has a
uniquely powerful tale to tell. And on this 500th
anniversary of Martin Luther’s challenge that led
to the establishment of Protestant churches, what
better time to discover the upheavals wrought in
the fabric of many of these historic buildings?

Celebrating individual passions that drive our
Blue Badge guides, our Tours de Force this issue
visit Liverpool and London. Julie Kershaw walks
us around Liverpool’s dockside, introducing us to
the original ‘Scousers’ and trade-related histories
that shaped Liverpool and the north-west. From
galleries to museums, shops and restaurants, the
dockside is being transformed into a major
tourism destination in its own right. Tim Hudson
takes us deep into – and let us hope, safely out of
- that notorious place of imprisonment and
execution, the Tower of London. Home today 
of the stunning Crown Jewels, the Beefeaters, 
ravens and many other stories and attractions.

I am pleased to see that more and more visitors
are using our website www.britainsbestguides.org
to find the perfect guide for your tours in Britain.
‘Find A Tour’ helps you connect quickly with ideas
and local guides to bring your tour to life. It sits
alongside ‘Find A Guide’ – connecting you with 
a selection from 1000 Blue and Green Badge
tourist guides – and ‘Book A Tour’ that offers 200
tours with easy-to-use online booking and
payment options. 

Enjoy discovering more of our great stories in  
the entertaining company of Britain’s best guides!

Mark King, Chair to the 
British Guild of Tourist Guides

4 What to see this winter
Visit the locations for The Crown; a witchcraft museum 
in London; a Roman temple returns

6 My Favourite 
Guides recommend their favourite places to visit

8 Aspire to Heaven
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BRITAIN’S BEST GUIDES

To find out more or to book: 
+44 20 7403 1115
www.britainsbestguides.org

Richard Madden
Southern England Blue Badge Guide

Blue Badge Tourist Guides are the
official, professional tourist guides
of the United Kingdom – recognised
by the local tourist bodies and

VisitBritain. There are over 1000 Blue Badge
Guides in England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland – each region and nation
has its own badge. They guide in all the UK’s
major tourist attractions, as well as its cities 
and countryside.

Green Badge Guides have expert 
local knowledge of particular towns
and cities. White Badge Guides 

have detailed knowledge of their specific site.

British Guild of Tourist Guides

is the national association of Britain’s
guides. Since its foundation in 1950, the
Guild has dedicated itself to raising and
maintaining the highest professional
standards and meeting our visitors’ needs.
Our guides work in the UK’s museums,
galleries, churches and lead walking,
cycling, coach, car and driver-guided tours
throughout the country. Our members
work in over 30 different languages. 

Loseley Park

Eltham Palace, Entrance Hall

Belvoir Castle

In 2017 Guild guides
ran over 100,000
tours, taking 1.8
million visitors to
hundreds of places
across Britain

The new series of the Netflix TV
drama charting the life of Queen
Elizabeth II begins in December. This
second series of The Crown covers the
decade from the mid-1950s to 1960s,
following the Queen’s relationship
with her husband Prince Philip and
Princess Margaret’s glamorous life
with Lord Snowdon.

The drama features towering
political figures of the era including
Winston Churchill, John F Kennedy
and his wife Jackie.

With budgets estimated at £100m
per series, filming has taken place at
some iconic British locations.

Ely Cathedral replaced Westminster
Abbey for the wedding of Queen
Elizabeth and Prince Philip,
Lancaster House stands in for
Buckingham Palace in both series
and Loseley Park in Surrey was
used as the home of Lord
Mountbatten. The Art Deco Eltham
Palace features as the Queen’s
quarters on the Royal Yacht
Britannia, while Belvoir Castle in
Leicestershire makes an appearance
in series two.

Blue Badge Guides run tours to
both the actual and stand-in
locations featured in The Crown.

The Crown
moves ahead
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Cornwall’s Museum of Witchcraft and Magic will be
popping up in the capital in November. Founded in
the 1950s and located in Boscastle since the 1960s,
the Cornwall museum boasts the world’s largest
collection of spooky artefacts. From November, a
selection of these supernatural objects will be
hosted by the eccentric Viktor Wynd at his Museum
of Curiosities in Hackney.

The exhibition features a witch mirror, a waxen
curse poppet doll, a dark magician’s altar and
various recipes for spells and incantations. Also on
show are images from the original founder’s
collection made by photographer Sara Hannant –
including a life size goat-headed god and a 
fortune-telling cup and saucer.

The Viktor Wynd Museum of Curiosities is at 

11 Mare Street, London E8 4RP.

WITCH WAY
TO LONDON

A Roman temple to the god Mithras will be redisplayed this
November at a new public museum inside the recently
opened Bloomberg building in the City of London.

The temple was first uncovered in 1889, but the site was
only fully excavated after WWII bombing – attracting some
400,000 visitors. A 1950s redevelopment offered no space
for the artefacts and relocated the Mithraeum away from
its setting. The new museum returns the temple to its
original location.

The Bloomberg museum features objects uncovered by
archaeologists during the latest redevelopment. This rich
and unique collection of finds has been described as the
‘Pompeii of the North’ and includes Roman jewellery and
shoes as well as a writing tablet featuring the first ever
mention of London.

For details of visits go to www.londonmithraeum.com

MITHRAS RETURNS

Viktor Wynd

Bloomberg building
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MY FAVOURITE
Blue Badge Guides show you their
favourite places around the UK
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...is the spectacular, iridescent panorama of under-lit bridges
reflected in the dark waters of the Manchester Ship Canal. 

Neon stripes top the TV studios of Media City and a purple hue
shines through the perforated steel of The Lowry arts centre.
Across the water, the red glow of the air shard of the Imperial
War Museum North rises above film director Danny Boyle’s neon
artwork: the word ‘Wonder’ in his own handwriting – a tribute to
British creativity. 

The transformation of the derelict Salford Docks – once the
third busiest port in the country – into this vibrant area on the
banks of the ship canal is known as Manchester Waterfront. It’s
in Salford where I was born and bred. Come and see it.

Sue Grimditch, Manchester Green Badge Guide
www.newmanchesterwalks.com

...VIEW

...ACTIVITY
...is afternoon tea in the Diamond Jubilee Tea Salon at Fortnum
& Mason on Piccadilly. 

To quote Holly Golightly:“nothing very bad could ever happen
to you there”. Cocooned in its soothing elegance, one can't help
but slow down and unwind. Taking time to come together over
food is a ritual that speaks to all cultures and is as old as
humanity itself. With F&M's history, royal warrant and
unabashed Britishness, it always goes down a storm with my
friends from overseas. I often recommend a jolly good
afternoon tea as the perfect prefix to an evening at the theatre.

Augusta Harris, London Blue Badge Guide
augustaharris@icloud.com

...PLACE
...is the most southerly point of Britain, the
Lizard peninsula in Cornwall – a natural
paradise. 

Bizarrely shaped high cliffs (known in
Cornish as lys ardh) loom high against the
turquoise sea. I am always thrilled to see
bell heather - Cornwall’s county flower -
and the resettled rare Cornish chough when
walking towards the halfway point of the
630 mile long South West Coast Path. Don’t
miss the Lizard lighthouse, Marconi’s first
wireless station at Poldhu Cove and the
lifeboat station at Church Cove.

Renate Davie, South West Blue Badge Guide
renate.davie@dolvean.co.uk
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For further information contact us on:
email: bookings@dgatours.com     Tel: +44 207 993 6901

www.dgatours.com      

Map Out Your Perfect Tour...
� A Blue Badge driver-guide will show you the best of Britain

� We offer fun and informative private tours of London, England and Scotland  
� Our expert guides are qualified and work in all major languages

� Castles and countryside, monuments and museums, palaces and panoramic tours
� Book your customised tour with the UK’s leading driver-guiding agency   

The UK’s largest driver-guiding agency   
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HEAVEN 
Aspire to

Sophie Campbell
investigates our
enduring affair
with great 
church buildings
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Lincoln Cathedral Nave

St Paul’s Cathedral

One carving at
Lincoln Cathedral is

of an adulterer’s
genitals.

Westminster Abbey

Westminster Abbeyfeatures a statue ofWilgefortis, a female saintwith a full beard.
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Half-past seven on a winter’s morning at Lincoln Cathedral and I was
worried. First, I had turned up for Mattins and was not entirely sure
what it was. Second, I was brought up Catholic; was that allowed? Third,
and easily the most upsetting, why two ‘t’s? I would spell it ‘Matins’. Was
that Catholic? Was an extra ‘t’ added at the Reformation?

In the event, Mattins was beautiful and excruciating. Beautiful because
we read the psalms aloud, up by the altar in that vast medieval building,
empty but for the odd swish of a robe or the tinkerings of morning
maintenance. Excruciating because there were only 12 of us, in two
facing double rows, and I was clearly the only incomer.

On the other hand, I have never forgotten it; the courteous
puzzlement of my fellow-worshippers, their utterly English reticence
about trying to find out who I was later, the lovely cadence of the psalms
and the sense of using the building as it should be used.

It’s the same feeling visitors have when you take them to Evensong at
Westminster Abbey or St Paul’s or no doubt any of our great churches,
the experience is a world away from the day visit with its milling
worshippers, tourists and incessant murmur of audio guides. Participants
come out moved, pensive and usually entranced by the music and
singing. There’s a reason that Evensong causes large queues to form –
they’re packed.

There are few things we take more for granted than our cathedrals.
Unless it’s our abbeys and minsters. Even in the 21st century they tower
over our cities like stone dinosaurs - and I mean that in a good way.
Relics of a lost world of masons and wall paintings and stained glass and
belief. The one continuous thread is worship, and in an age of dwindling
congregations that can feel shouldered aside by secular demands.
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In tourism terms, the 42 Anglican
and 22 Catholic cathedrals of England
and Wales play a huge role in
attracting visitors. While church
attendance dwindles, cathedral visitor
figures are going up: 11.3 million
people (more than a quarter of
England’s adult population) say they
have visited a Church of England
cathedral in the past year for reasons
other than worship – quite aside from
foreign visitors.

Hence, the Chancellor assigning £20
million to cathedrals in the 2016
budget, and hence Westminster Abbey
embarking on one of the most exciting
church projects London has seen for
years – the new £18.9 million Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Galleries in the
triforium – at last revealing its priceless
treasures in a worthy setting.

My favourite cathedrals change all
the time. I love Lincoln for its west
front carved with wyverns, adulterers
and the Harrowing of Hell, and inside
its cheeky imp peeking down from on
high; Durham, for its thumping
columns and Norman vigour; tiny St
David’s, low on the Pembrokeshire
coast, originally to avoid the keen eyes
of the Vikings; Decorated Gothic
Exeter, wide as a tent with its 50
misericords; and Sir Edward Maufe’s
Guildford, unprepossessing without,
pale and glorious within. And Ely and
Southwark and Wells and Winchester
and Salisbury and Canterbury and 
St Paul’s.

There are so many more to visit.
Coventry, Ripon, Liverpool’s two
cathedrals; one Catholic, one Anglican.
I’m ashamed to say I hadn’t even

heard of Bristol Cathedral until I read
about it in a book on misericords and
now I’m desperate to go.

But my all-time favourite is 
St Alban’s; uncompromising Norman
power on a vast scale. This is England’s
oldest extant cathedral building,
consecrated in 1089 (although
Canterbury was technically founded
five centuries earlier). It’s a shrine to 
St Alban, the Roman ‘protomartyr’,
who can claim to be Britain’s oldest
saint. It has the longest nave, the
oldest crossing tower and,
miraculously, surviving medieval 
wall paintings.

You will all have your own favourites
and your hit list of those you want to
see. Here’s a selection, with some
secret treasures for you to hunt out 
on your visit.

Durham Cathedral

Exeter Cathedral 
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BEST ‘BACKSTAGE’ TOURS
Hidden Minster Tour, York.
Thrice weekly, includes the Chapter
House roof but, almost more
fascinating, the Masons’ Loft, where
you can touch 1,000 year-old timbers
and see a medieval tracery floor.

Winchester Crypt Tour, Hampshire.
This explores one of the oldest parts of
the cathedral, the Norman crypt with
its fine, wide vaults, pale stone and
Anthony Gormley’s aural installation,
Sound II.

Ely Cathedral Towers,
Cambridgeshire.
Daily tours of either the medieval
Octagon Tower or the higher West
Tower (or both), the latter gives you a
cathedral’s-eye view of the
surrounding countryside.

St Paul’s Triforium Tour, 
City of London. 
A one-hour spectacle that includes the
elegant Geometric Staircase, Wren’s
‘Great Model’ and, perhaps best of all,
the magnificent library.

Explore one of the oldest parts
of the cathedral, the Norman
crypt with its fine, wide vaults

Crypt at Winchester

Geometric staircase, St Paul’s Cathedral

Ely Cathedral

Winchester Cathedral has this

epitaph to Thomas Thetcher, who

died in 1764.

Here sleeps in peace a 

Hampshire Grenadier,

Who caught his death by drinking

cold small Beer,

An Honest Soldier never is forgot,

Whether he die by Musket or by Pot.
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Blue Badge Guides take tours to most of the cathedrals mentioned
here. In many of the buildings they are the only outside guides allowed
to escort visitors. To find a guide visit: www.britainsbestguides.org

When William Longespée’s

tomb at Salisbury Cathedral

was opened in 1791, the

corpse of a rat carrying traces

of arsenic was found inside

his skull. The rat is on display

at the Salisbury Museum.
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Lego Cathedral, DurhamWells clock

Salisbury Cathedral

BEST ARTEFACTS
The Mappa Mundi, Hereford.
England’s largest surviving medieval
map is drawn on vellum, dates back to
around 1300 and shows the history,
geography and world view of
contemporary Christendom.

Richard III Tomb, Leicester. 
The contemporary sarcophagus of the
(in)famous Yorkist king, whose body
was discovered under a nearby council
car park, formerly a friary, in 2012.

Magna Carta, Salisbury. 
The best of four surviving copies of the
first edition of the 1215 Great Charter,
sealed by a reluctant King John at
Runnymede and written by scribes for
general dissemination.

Wells Cathedral Clock, Somerset.
This 1390s clock face is the most
charming to survive in Britain. It 
still works and has two faces, one
interior, one exterior. The sun and
moon revolve around the earth 
and jousting knights mark the 
quarter hours.

Tudor misericords, Bristol. 
28 wonderfully-carved 16th-century
scenes survive beneath the stalls in the
choir, despite nineteenth-century
reconstruction, and are famous for
their animals and saucy vignettes.

BEST NOVELTIES
Bishop Langton’s Legs, Canterbury.
Langton was Archbishop of Canterbury
and enemy of King John in the early
1200s. A cathedral rebuild left his
entombed feet protruding from an
exterior wall.

Diver Memorial, Winchester.
Look for the small bronze memorial 
to the deep-sea diver William Walker,
who spent six years in the early 
1900s underpinning the flooded
cathedral foundations.

Blue Peter bosses, York.
68 medieval bosses were lost in the
1984 South Transept fire. Six of the
replacements were designed by young
Blue Peter viewers to mark 20th-
century achievements, such as saving
the whale and space travel.

LEGO Cathedral, Durham.
The three-year construction of this 12
foot long scale model was completed
in July 2016 and each brick raised £1
for the Open Treasure exhibition space.
See it in the Undercroft foyer.

Southwark Cathedral cat.
Look out for self-possessed Doorkins
Magnificat, resident tabby cat since
2008 and possessor of more chairs
than the Bishop – as well as her own
twitter feed @DoorkinsM.

Westminster Abbey. 
Is scheduled to open the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Galleries in June
2018 in the triforium – the upper
gallery 70 feet above the nave –
hitherto unseen by the general public.
Fingers crossed for medieval helmets
of the Knights of the Bath, the funeral
effigy of Mary Tudor and the
coronation book of rules, the Liber
Regalis, first used when the child bride
of Richard II, Anne of Bohemia, was
crowned in 1382, but all this and more
is still to be confirmed next year.

St Paul’s Cathedral
has a small wooden
carving of spaceship.  

York Minster is the only
Cathedral in the UK that puts
mistletoe as well as holly on

its altar at Christmas.
Mistletoe is connected with
Britain’s pagan Druid past.



www.shakespearesrosetheatre.com

 0844 844 0444*
*Calls cost up to 7p per minute plus your phone  
company’s access charge. Booking fees apply.

 @shakespearesrosetheatre   @ShakespearesRT 
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Night’s Dream Richard IIIRomeo & Juliet

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
M

 

 

.shakwww

ethacbM eo & JmoR

 

 

theaoseesrespear.shak

teulieo & J

 

 

omc.etrthea

ciR

 

 
d IIIrahc

 

 

 

 

s charescs acy’ompanc
o 7p per minutt up tosalls c*C  

 

.ees apply. Booking fges char
our phone e plus yo 7p per minut

 0844 844 0444
 

 

* 0844 844 0444
 

 

e   trtheaoseesrespear @shak

 

 

T esRespear @Shak

 

 



PLAN TO
SABOTAGE 

THE NAZIS

Spike Hitler’s food 

Rain glue on Nazi troops 

Drop boxes of poisonous

snakes on troops

Deploy a Catherine wheel 

FACTS AND 

LIE
LEGEN

14

On 28 January 1896, Walter Arnold became the first British
motorist to be charged for speeding. He was tearing along at
8mph – the legal limit was 2mph – when he was pursued and
caught by a policeman riding a bicycle!

A fine time to be 

BITE 
BEACHES 

We shall
them on the

Keep the 

asp-idistra flying

alive

During WWII, British secret agents

came up with several extraordinary

plans to sabotage the Nazis. These

included spiking Hitler’s food with

female hormones to change him

into a woman; raining glue on Nazi

troops in an attempt to stick them to

the ground; dropping boxes of

poisonous snakes among enemy

troops; and deploying a giant water-

borne Catherine wheel full of

explosives – dubbed the Great

Panjandrum – for an assault on the

Normandy coast.

Winston Churchill’s weapon of choice was his
false teeth. 

The Prime Minster would flick out his dentures
when he was angry and throw them across the
room – people could tell how the war was going
by how far they flew. Winston wanted his
instantly recognisable voice to stay that way, so
he had his dentures designed to preserve his
distinctive lisp.
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FICTION FROM BRITISH HISTORY 

ES,
AND

NDS

Charles II was known as Charles III. His mistress Nell Gwynn
called him that because she already had two lovers called
Charles. Nell had two sons with the king. According to
legend, one day Charles came to visit and Nell shouted to
their son: “Come here you little bastard and say hello to your
father”. When the King protested she replied: “Your Majesty
has given me no other name by which to call him”. Charles
promptly titled the boy Earl of Burford.

15

THE LATE
QUEEN
The Queen Mother once secretly turned up to see her own funeral.
Rehearsals took place every six months in the decades before her
death in 2002.

During the 16th century there were fabric shades
with names such as puke, goose turd, dead
Spaniard and dying monkey. Puke was dirty

brown, goose turd was yellowish-green and dead
Spaniard was pale greyish-tan.

RIGHT CHARLIE

Off Colour
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TO DIE FOR 
Marc Zakian digs up
extraordinary stories
about our burial grounds

Cheddar Gorge 

From ancient tombs to graveyards, Britain’s
burial grounds tell a fascinating story. There 
are 15 dead Britons for every one living. More
than half a billion souls, entombed across
landscapes, graveyards, churches and
cemeteries. Their lives are part of our history
and their resting places and memorials at the
heart of every city and village in the country
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THE HOLE STORY
1n 1793 two young men chased a rabbit into a hole in the Mendip Hills.
Digging down to follow the creature, they were amazed to find themselves in
an underground passage leading to a lofty cavern. They had stumbled 
on Aveline Hole, a cave crowded with skeletons all carefully placed side by
side some 10,000 years ago. It is Britain’s earliest known cemetery.

Nearby Gough’s Cave is home to another Stone Age skeleton. Known as
‘Cheddar Man’ - named for the gorge, not a penchant for cheese – this ancient
Briton was buried alone in the chamber around 7100 BCE, possibly after 
being murdered.

ROMAN AROUND
“To the spirits of the dead. For Lucius Annaius Firmius, who lived five years,
two months, six days, six hours.”

This epitaph is found on a 1,800 year-old Roman tombstone in Oxford’s
Ashmolean Museum. It was not from the boy’s family, but from his owner to
her ‘dearest household slave’. Lucius’s story endures because the Romans
brought writing to Britain, inscribing their names, ages and achievements on
hundreds of surviving tombstones.

One of the most spectacular of these Romano-British tombs was uncovered
in London in 1999. This perfectly preserved skeleton of a wealthy young
woman was sealed inside a decorated lead coffin and stone sarcophagus.
Nicknamed the ‘Roman Princess’, she died in London around 350 CE and was
buried just outside the city walls, as was Roman custom. The coffin is now
displayed in the Museum of London.

Her funeral would have been a lavish ceremony, the body carried on a bier, her
family following behind with mimes, musicians and professional mourners –
banshees who would wail, rip out their hair and scratch and beat their faces.
Roman funerals were frequently more extravagant than their weddings.

Roman funeral traditions have remained with us for two thousand 
years. They cremated or buried their dead, read eulogies, built tombs and
sarcophagi (literally a ‘flesh-eating’ coffin), held wakes, offered mourning
feasts and commemorations.

Known as ‘Cheddar Man’ –
named for the gorge, not a
penchant for cheese – this
ancient Briton was buried

alone in the chamber 
around 7100 BCE, possibly

after being murdered



Fe
at

ur
e 

Hampstead Mound. Is Boadicea buried here?

18 Wayland’s Smithy

BARROW BOYS
The Berkshire Downs are home to a
phantom blacksmith. According to
legend, when a passing horse loses its
shoe the rider should leave the animal
at Wayland’s ancient stone monument
with a few coins. On return, the
horseman will find the money gone 
and the horse newly shod.

The mysteries of Wayland’s Smithy
go back to the Stone Age. Built in 3500
BCE as a burial site, it is part of the
magnificent Severn-Cotswold series of 

Neolithic burial barrows.
The best preserved is West Kennet

Long Barrow. Taking 15,700 people-
hours to build and used for over a
millennium, the barrow once housed
dozens of burials tucked into stone
niches, their bones sometimes
removed from the bodies for display.

West Kennet is part of a Neolithic
landscape that includes the largest
man-made mound in Europe at
Silbury Hill. As tall and ancient as the
Egyptian pyramids, it is encircled by
burial monuments.

There are thousands of Bronze Age
barrows across England – some
standing solitary in farmers’ fields,
others secreted in our cities. At
London’s Hampstead Heath there is a
grave mound intriguingly named
Boadicea’s Grave. Is the legendary
Celtic warrior buried here? Sadly not,
she died 1000 years after the barrow
was built.

A DEVIL OF A TIME
When John Trevelyan died in 1492 it
cost £4 to feed the mourners. There
were the bell ringers at £1.10s (the
more rings, the quicker you got to
heaven), wax candles at £1.6s, £2 for
the wine and the priest’s oil at £4
(priests were forbidden to charge for 
a funeral, but made good money on
the sundries).

The deceased would need a grave –
8d for an adult, 4d for a child, 180d for
a spot by the altar – and a monument,
£8 for a simple brass and marble
figure. All this added up to around a
year’s income for the average medieval
citizen, but was money well spent – a

good Christian funeral protected
your soul from the devil.

Large churches
monopolised their lucrative
burial rights, so anybody
who died in a remote parish
had to be brought to the
mother church. This could
involve journeys over miles
of hilly countryside.

To make it easier,

Better to be
buried with your

feet facing east
and on the south

side of the church.
Lucifer stalks the
dark and sinister
north side, where

outcasts or
murderers were
often interred.
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Death of Prince Albert

churches created ‘corpse roads’.
Traces of these may still be found
across Britain, public paths with
names such as ‘Church-way’ or
‘Kirk-way Field’ are signs of former
funerary roads.

The Lake District has an old corpse
road leading from Swindale to Shap
Abbey – the last body was borne
down this track in 1736. The nearby
funeral way running from Rydal to
Ambleside still has its coffin stone,
where the body was placed while
tired pall-bearers rested.

The ‘Lych way’ is a track south-
west of Devil’s Tor on Dartmoor in
Devon. The deceased from remote
moorland homesteads were taken
along this track to Lydford church for
burial. There are legends of phantom
funeral processions stalking this path
at night.

A GRAVE SITUATION
Enon Chapel opened near London’s
Strand in 1832. Underneath was a 
29 x 59ft crypt where some 12,000
bodies were interred, with only a
wooden floor between the vaults 
and worshippers above.

The chapel’s minister offered
bargain basement burials until a
scandal broke in 1844. A dustman
admitted to removing loads of
‘waste’ from the crypt. The building
was sold to new owners who
promoted musical evenings titled:

Dancing on the Dead, admission 3d.
The Enon scandal was a

consequence of overcrowded
churchyards. During the Industrial
Revolution more people died in
rapidly growing cities than were
baptised and the parish burial
grounds became full. Parliament
responded by passing an Act
‘establishing cemeteries for the
Interment of the Dead’ and the
suburban cemetery was born.

Victorian entrepreneurs took
advantage of this opportunity. 
An advertisement in The Times
offered six classes of funerals, from
£21 for a first-class burial down to
£3/5s for sixth class. Prices could be
reduced ‘by dispensing with the
funeral cortege through the streets 
of London.’ Instead, the Necropolis
Company would transport the coffin
by special train.

In medieval 
times when 

someone died, the
family would place
bread on the body.

They paid a local sin
eater to eat the bread,
symbolically taking
on the departed’s

sins. The last
recorded sin eater, a

Shropshire man
called Richard

Munslow, continued
the tradition until his

death in 1906.

During the Middle
Ages, people who
attended church to

chant the funeral rite
were known as placebo

singers. In the 1330s,
Chaucer noted that
some people were

doing this just to get a
free meal. So funeral

crashers became
known as placebos –
people who deceived

to please.

Victorian funeral card
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magnificent combination of
national monuments, listed
buildings, works of art, urban
parks, wildlife sanctuaries and
commemorations

LONDON’S HIGHGATE CEMETERY opened in
1839 and was rescued from decay in the 1970s, its
170,000 burials include world famous writers, artists
and industrialists. Karl Marx’s tomb has inspired
many a radical’s pilgrimage, literary burials include
George Eliot and science fiction novelist Douglas
Adams, while punk-rock impresario Malcolm
McLaren and actor Sir Ralph Richardson head up a
cast of show biz stars. The leafy and atmospheric West
Side is the resting place of pre-Raphaelite muse
Elizabeth Siddal, physicist Michael Faraday, Charles
Cruft of dog show fame and painter Lucian Freud.

BUNHILL FIELDS has some of history’s most
radical figures lying in its unhallowed grounds.
Founded in the 1660s as a cemetery for Nonconformists
and Dissenters, it packed 120,000 bodies into its four
acres. Burials include Pilgrim’s Progress author John
Bunyan, Robinson Crusoe creator Daniel Defoe and
visionary poet and artist, William Blake.

GOLDERS GREEN started in 1902 as London’s first
crematorium (cremation was illegal in Britain until
1885). Open to all faiths and non-believers, it features
Japanese gardens, tea-rooms and
many listed buildings. Its urns
contain the ashes of Dracula
writer Bram Stoker, actor and
comedian Peter Sellers and
father of modern
psychoanalysis, Sigmund
Freud. There are memorials
to pop star Marc Bolan of 
T Rex and Keith Moon of 
The Who.

KENSAL GREEN
sits alongside the
Grand Union canal –
there were plans to
bring funerals in on
boats. It includes the
burials of engineer
Isambard Kingdom
Brunel, writers William
Makepeace Thackeray
and Anthony Trollope,
computer pioneer
Charles Babbage and
a memorial to 
Queen singer,
Freddie Mercury.

2020

Mourning brooch with lock of hair

The rather
charming gateway 

to parish churches is
known as a lychgate.

Lych is the old
English word for
corpse. Before the
development of

mortuaries, the dead
were placed on a bier

and taken to the
lychgate – often
guarded against

bodysnatchers – until
the funeral service.

Funeral Procession

The London Necropolis Railway ran from Waterloo to
Brookwood Cemetery in Surrey between 1854 to 1941. At its
peak it carried more than 2,000 bodies a year. Guests could
leave with their dearly departed at 11:40am, attend the burial,
have a funeral party at one of the cemetery’s two train
stations (complete with home-cooked ham sandwiches 
and fairy cakes) and then take the same train back to London
by 3:30pm.

These Victorians kept a precise mourning etiquette. Curtains
would be drawn, clocks stopped at the time of death and
mirrors draped or turned to the wall. A wreath tied with black
ribbons was hung on the front door to alert neighbours. The
length of mourning for a widow, widower, child or parent was
absolute: deep mourning for two years followed by a period
of half-mourning with strict codes of dress.

Victorian Britain was in an almost permanent state of 
grief. Only two out of ten babies reached their second
birthdays and most parents would expect to bury at least one
child. This was reflected in art – a popular subject for
paintings was the bereaved parent – in tokens, such as a lock
of your loved one’s hair carried in a cameo, or even a post
mortem family photo with the deceased.

The Queen herself became a national symbol of mourning.
Following the premature death of Prince Albert in 1861,
Victoria turned grief into the chief concern of her existence.
She disappeared from public view, wore widow’s black for the
rest of her life and insisted on a statue of Albert featuring in
all family portraits. For many people her morbid obsession
was too much – with the queen’s passing in 1901 and the loss
of a generation of young men during the First World War, the
British way of death could no longer consume so much of life.

Artist model 
Lizzy Siddal overdosed 

on laudanum in 1862. Her
grieving husband, painter

Dante Gabriel Rossetti,
placed a poetry manuscript

in his wife’s coffin. But
Rossetti’s agent wanted to
publish the poem and they

arranged for her coffin to be
exhumed. Siddal’s body was
found perfectly preserved,
her beauty intact and her

coppery hair still growing,
filling the coffin. The

manuscript was retrieved,
although a worm had

burrowed through the book.
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Malcolm McLaren gravestone
with death mask

The leafy and atmospheric West Side is the resting place of 
pre-Raphaelite muse Elizabeth Siddal, physicist Michael Faraday, 

Charles Cruft of dog show fame and painter Lucian FreudMarx Tomb, Highgate



BROMPTON CEMETERY
holds hundreds of Victorians.
Alongside them are the graves of
several First Nations American
performers who died while
performing in London as part of
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show. The
cemetery is the resting place of
suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst, and
writer Beatrix Potter who lived nearby
and took the names of some of her
characters from tombstones, including
Mr Nutkins, Mr Brock, Jeremiah Fisher
and even a Peter Rabbett. The
Victorians believed that Brompton’s
Egyptian style Courtoy tomb was, 
in fact, a time machine.

ABNEY PARK’S woody expanse
contains an arboretum and cemetery. 
It holds the graves of William Booth –
founder of The Salvation Army – and
many protagonists of the anti-slavery
movement. The lion tamer Frank
Bostock’s glorious memorial is a 
much-loved local landmark.

CROSSBONES GRAVEYARD
is a pauper’s burial site. While wealthy
Londoners were memorialised in grand
graveyards, the poor were interred with
nothing to mark their passing. This
south London backstreet has become a
focal point for such unknown souls.
Recorded in 1598 as a burial ground for
‘single women’. This is a euphemism
for the prostitutes who worked in the
brothels and stews that ran along the
south side of the river Thames. Denied
a Christian burial, Crossbones was their
final resting place.

ST MARY’S CHURCH IN
WHITBY, YORKSHIRE
is a medieval graveyard that was 
the inspiration and setting for Bram
Stoker’s Dracula. One of its graves
belongs to Mr and Mrs Huntrodd. 
Both were born on September 19 
1600, and both died September 
19 1680 within five hours of each 
other. The 19 September is known 
as Huntrodd’s Day.
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Courtoy Tomb, Brompton Cemetery – is this a time machine?

Crossbones Graveyard



The Victorians believed that
Brompton’s Egyptian style Courtoy

tomb was, in fact, a time machine
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Marc Bolan, Golders Green

Bostock lion memorial, Abney Park, Stoke Newington



WOLVERCOTE CEMETERY
in Oxford houses the grave of Lord of
the Rings writer, JRR Tolkien. Buried
with his beloved wife, their
gravestones marked with the names
Lúthien and Beren, characters from
Tolkien’s Middle-Earth fantasy. 

HOLYWELL CEMETERY
close to Wolvercote, is the resting
place of Kenneth Grahame, author of
The Wind in the Willows. A few miles

from Oxford is the small parish church
of Bladon whose graveyard holds the
modest grave of Winston Churchill.

GLASGOW NECROPOLIS
is known for its architectural
monuments. According to legend its
37-acre landscape is a symbol of
Freemasonry and the signs of this
secret group may be found scattered
throughout the site. It features the
grave of cabinet maker and poet

William Miller, who wrote the
children’s nursery rhyme Wee 
Willie Winkie.

REILIG ODHRÁIN on the remote
island of Iona, is Scotland’s most
evocative graveyard. The cemetery,
stands next to the Abbey and holds
the bones of 48 Scottish kings,
including Macbeth (1005-1057), the
murderer and usurper in William
Shakespeare’s eponymous tragedy.

Find an expert Blue Badge guide to show you the locations
featured in this article at www.britainsbestguides.org
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Anthony van Dyck, Charles I in Three Positions (detail), 1635-6. Oil on canvas, 84.4 x 99.4 cm. RCIN 405768. Royal Collection Trust / © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2017

Free entry for Friends of the RA

27 January — 
15 April 2018
Exhibition organised in partnership with
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THE BLOODY
TOWER
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Tim Hudson first encountered the dark side of the Tower
of London in 1990. As an actor performing in Sir Thomas
More he was given private access to the Bell Tower, where
More was imprisoned before his execution in 1535.

“It was a sobering experience,” Tim recalls. “The Tower
can chill your soul; the frowning battlements, the dank
dungeons and Traitors’ Gate, that one-way portal to a
lonely cell where you rot with no reprieve – the cold walls
closing in around you.”

Tim became intimately acquainted with the building in
2002 when – after a career as an actor that included four
years with the Royal Shakespeare Company – he qualified
as a London guide. “Having ‘appeared in the Tower’ in
Shakespeare’s plays, there was a fascinating familiarity to
the place when I studied there for my Blue Badge.”

“Many of the Bard’s most murderous stories place their
characters in the Tower. None more horrifying than the

story of the two princes. 12-year old King Edward V and
his nine-year old brother were taken to the tower for
‘safekeeping’ by their trusted uncle Richard. There was
nothing outwardly sinister about this as the building was
a royal palace in the 15th century. But the boys soon
‘disappeared’ and their uncle was crowned as King
Richard III.

“When a medieval wall was demolished in 1674 it
revealed two skeletons beneath a staircase in the White
Tower. King Charles II declared them to be the bodies of
the princes and they were removed to Westminster
Abbey’s Innocents’ Corner.

“What actually happened to the princes is one of
history’s great unsolved mysteries. Tudor writers – 
Shakespeare included – maintained that evil uncle
Richard murdered the boys to clear his path to the throne.
But as a member of the Richard III society, I believe it was



Blue Badge
Guide and actor
Tim Hudson
looks at the
horrible history
of the Tower 
of London

27
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one of the other candidates. It could
well have been Henry Tudor, the future
King Henry VII, who had just as much
to gain by the death of the princes 
as Richard.

“Richard’s brother, the Duke of
Clarence also met a gruesome end in
the Tower. Condemned by parliament
in 1478 for plotting against his brother
King Edward IV, in a medieval mafia-
type execution he was drowned in a
butt of Malmsey, his favourite wine.
And Edward may have ordered the
murder of his distant cousin King
Henry VI in the Wakefield Tower; Tudor
propagandists blamed their favourite
bogey man Richard for the killing.

“One Tower killing Richard was
definitely involved in was that of Lord
Hastings. In 1483 he walked into what
he thought was a routine council
meeting called by Richard. Hastings
left the chamber a few hours later as a
prisoner. His execution on Tower
Green was such a hasty affair that
there was no scaffold and his head 

was struck off on a lump of wood – the
first of the seven beheadings that took
place inside the Tower.

“The most notorious of these
‘private’  Tower executions was that of
Anne Boleyn. The second wife of King
Henry VIII was accused of having an
affair with her brother and a court
musician – almost certainly trumped-
up charges.

“Most traitors were beheaded with
an axe, but having lived in France as a
young woman, Anne asked Henry the
‘favour’ of sending for the Calais public
executioner. The English axeman was
often a drunken apprentice butcher
and Anne wanted a quick dispatch.
Henry paid 10,000 gold crowns for the
French swordsman to come to London
and sweep off his wife’s head in one
blow. Her body was thrown into an
arrow chest and buried in the Tower
chapel St Peter ad Vincula.

“Henry’s fifth wife was the next to
lose her head. The teenage Catherine
Howard had married the gouty,
ulcerated king with a 48 inch belly –
you can verify the size of his stomach
by checking out his armour on show in
the White Tower. Imprudently, if not
unexpectedly, she had an affair with a
young courtier. She paid the price on
Tower Green in 1542.

“Tower Green continued to dispatch
English queens. In February 1554 Lady
Jane Grey, pushed onto the throne for
just nine days, witnessed the headless
corpse of her teenage husband carted
below her prison window. A short
while later the 17-year old was herself
beheaded, a victim of Tudor politics.

“But the most gruesome killing on
Tower Green was poor Margaret Pole,
Countess of Salisbury. Henry VIII could

not get his hands on her troublesome
son, so he went for the 67-year old
mother. Margaret – the daughter of
that Duke of Clarence drowned in the
Malmsey butt – suffered horribly at the
hands of an inexperienced axe-man, ‘a
wretched and blundering youth… who
hacked her head and shoulders to
pieces in the most pitiful manner’.

“The last person to be executed by
beheading in Britain was Tower
prisoner Simon, Lord Lovat. The 80-
year old, gout-ridden arthritic could
barely walk to the scaffold. On the day
of his execution in 1747 so many
spectators arrived at Tower Hill that an
overcrowded timber stand collapsed,
leaving nine spectators dead – much to
the Jacobite lord’s wry amusement.

“The final Tower execution took
place in 1941. At 7.12am on the 15th of

It’s strange to think 
that Lovat and Jakobs
were executed when 
the Tower was already 
a tourist attraction. 
Their stories are part 
of its attraction

Tower Green

Traitor’s Gate
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For a Tower tour with Tim Hudson email tim@bluebadgetours.co.uk
Blue Badge guides are the only external guides with the privilege of
guiding inside the Tower of London.

August the German Second World 
War spy Josef Jakobs was shot on the
rifle range in the moat – the only spy
to be killed by firing squad, as most
were hanged.

“It’s strange to think that Lovat and
Jacobs were executed when the Tower
was already open to tourists. Their
stories are part of its attraction – a
theatrical mix of horror and history.”

History will meet showbiz this
Christmas for Tim’s annual appearance
in panto. When he starred as Sarah the
Cook in the 2008 Reading Hexagon
production of Dick Whittington, his
finale costume was the White Tower
with a Tower Bridge hat. This season
Tim will be appearing as a Dame in the
Croydon Panto. Will he include any
cheeky references to the Tower of
London? Oh yes he will!
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Blue Badge Guide
Julie Kershaw 
tells us how the
Liverpool docks
were the making
of her city
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SEA CHANGE
In 1935 Julie Kershaw’s grandfather
hitched a ride on a milk cart heading
out of North Wales. He took his five-
year old son – Julie’s father – with him.
Like thousands of others in Depression
Britain, they were on their way to
Liverpool in search of a job.

“It’s the story of our city,” says Julie.
“The nickname for Liverpudlians is
Scouser. This comes from Lobscouse, 
a stew cooked by sailors who would
chuck anything they could eat into a
communal pot – a perfect moniker,
because Liverpool is a melting-pot of
people from all over the world.

“Evidence of this history is
everywhere: in the rows of streets
named after Welsh towns – so many
came that by 1813 one in ten
Liverpudlians was Welsh  – and in the
Irish ancestry of the city’s most famous
sons, Lennon and McCartney. During
the 19th century potato famine,
thousands fled Ireland for the nearest
English port, Liverpool. We joke that
the Scouse accent is a mixture of
Welsh, Irish and catarrh.

“It was the docks that brought them
here. Originally established in

medieval times as the Lyver Pool –
nobody is sure what the Lyver part
means – in 1715 immigrant navvies
dug out the world’s first commercial
wet dock. By the early 19th century
40% of the world’s trade passed
through Liverpool’s docks.

“The boom began during one of 
the most troubling periods in history.
The city became the centre of the
British slave trade, with nearly half of
all slaves traded between Africa and
the Americas transported on Liverpool
ships. The brutal business made the
city rich, this was reflected in the Town
Hall; part paid for by slavers’ fortunes,
it is decorated with a frieze mapping
the trading routes, including images 
of lions, crocodiles, elephants and
African faces.

“The city commemorates this 
legacy at the International Slavery
Museum. Opened in 2007 to mark 
the 200th anniversary of the abolition
of slave trading in the British Empire, 
it stands near the docks where the
slaving boats moored – the only
museum of international slavery in 
the world.

Faces on Town Hall, Liverpool
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“A small number of slaves came
ashore in Liverpool, where as free
men they joined the oldest black
community in the UK, first
established in the 1730s. Chinese
sailors also arrived, setting up
Europe’s first Chinatown near 
the Anglican Cathedral.

“During the Second World War
some 6,000 Liverpool Chinese
mariners served in the UK merchant
fleet. They were poorly treated and
paid less than half their British
counterparts. In 1945 the British
government began to forcibly
repatriate the Chinese Scousers.
Many had a locally-born wife and
children – a husband or father who
left the house in the morning and
never returned. This only came to
light in recent years, and in 2006 the
council placed a plaque at the pier
head commemorating their story.

“The docks always dealt harshly
with people. Charles Dickens came

to Liverpool to research a sketch of
Victorian working life. The writer
enrolled as special constable to
explore the crimp houses, notorious
lodgings where sailors on shore leave
were routinely robbed and press-
ganged into military service.

“Dickens’ contemporary, the
American writer Herman Melville
also came. He was astounded by the
wondrous expanse of docks and was
amazed to observe black men freely
chatting with white women. Yet
when Melville peered into a cellar 
to find a woman and her children
starving to death, his plea to a 
local policeman to help them 
went unheeded.

“This was the reality of life on the
port in Liverpool. A docker’s life
hung on the whims of the foremen.
At the start of the working day the
stevedores were corralled in pens
waiting to be given the nod for a half
day’s work. Foremen were easily

corrupted with a few pints or
backhanders – if you were not in
favour your family went without.

“While working conditions
improved during the 20th century,
the dockers’ world started to change.
Cranes and containers replaced the
stevedores and by 1972, the port in
the centre of Liverpool had closed.
There was even a proposal in the 70s
to demolish the mighty Albert Dock
and turn it into car park.

“During the 80s things began to
improve. The Albert Dock re-
emerged in 1984 with upmarket
hotels, restaurants and five museums
– the greatest concentration of Grade
I listed buildings in the country.

“It is part of a UNESCO-designated
World Heritage Site celebrating the
city’s maritime history, including
those great symbols of the city: the
Liver Buildings. Built in the early
1900s and known as the ‘Three
Graces’, they include the Cunard



building – a reminder that this was
once the number one passenger port
in the world.

“But while the rich cruised the seas
in style, down in steerage some nine
million people were leaving for a life
in the New World. Some went on to
fame, others to infamy – celebrated
bandit ‘Butch’ Cassidy’s grandfather
arrived in America after departing
from the Liverpool docks.

“Waving them goodbye were the
Liver Birds. These imposing
mythological stone creatures on top
of the Liver Buildings – part eagle,
part cormorant – are the symbol of
this city. Some Scousers say that they
are females looking out to sea
waiting for their men to return,
others claim they are phoenixes
overseeing the revival of the docks.
For all of us, they are the beating
heart of our revitalised docklands,
watching over Britain’s first ever
multicultural city.”
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For a tour of Liverpool docks with Julie go to
www.britainsbestguides.org/guides/julie-kershaw

Albert Dock

The Three Graces

©
 V

is
it 

B
ri

ta
in



34

MY FAVOURITE
Blue Badge Guides show you their
favourite places around the UK
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...is The Angel of the North, an epic 200ft sculpture built on the
site of Team Colliery that closed in the 1960s. The figure
symbolises exiting the darkness of the pit into the light above and
the rebirth and regeneration of the North East. 

The sculpture is on the edge of the A1 – the main road coming
north into Newcastle and Gateshead. It was erected in 1998, just a
few months after my daughter was born, and as a child she
always used to play ‘spot the Angel’ on our journeys, so for me it
represents ‘coming home’. 

The figure is seen by around 100,000 people daily and is said to
be the most viewed public piece of art in the UK. Some remark 
that it doesn’t look much like an angel, but its sculptor Anthony
Gormley explained: “No one has ever seen an Angel, so we have 
to keep imagining”.

Laura Rhodes, North East Blue Badge Guide
lauraannerhodes@gmail.com

...VIEW

...is Malham Cove in the Yorkshire
Dales. A huge limestone amphitheatre
300m wide and 80m high, formed by a
cliff at the Mid Craven fault gradually
being eroded back by glacial meltwater.

The views from the top down
Malhamdale with its miles of dry stone
walls, old barns and fields of sheep are
stunning. It is also one of the best
examples of limestone pavement in the
country. They even filmed one of the
scenes in Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows – Part 1 up there! It’s a must
for visitors to Yorkshire.

Tim Barber, Yorkshire Blue Badge Guide
tim@realyorkshiretours.co.uk

...PLACE

...SHIP
...is Bristol’s museum ship The SS Great
Britain. Launched in July 1843, it was the
largest iron-hulled, screw-propeller
driven steamship in the world – designed
by the diminutive engineering giant
Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 

The Great Britain was pioneering,
making regular sailings to New York for
just over a year and then to Australia for
24 years. It is estimated that 250,000
Australians have ancestors who arrived
on the Great Britain. The ship is a
testament to Bristol’s shipbuilding
traditions and to her 1,000 year history 
as a port. But for me the Great Britain
represents Bristol’s energy, her outward-
facing attitude and interest in the world.

Robert Collin, South West 
Blue Badge Guide

rob.collin1@btinternet.com 
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